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&lt;p&gt;&lt;/p&gt;&It;p&gt; The league&#39;s inaugural season of the all-profess

ional league, called National, was held in 19324Ai1933. The 20 inaugural members o
f National&#127752; were Antibes, CA Paris, Cannes, Club Fran&#231;ais, Excelsio
r AC Roubaix, Fives, Hy&#232;res, Marseille, Metz, Mulhouse, Nice, N&#238;mes, O
lympique Al&#232;s, Olympique&#127752; Lillois, Racing Club de France, Red Star
Olympique, Rennes, Sochaux, S&#232;te, and Montpellier. The 20 clubs were insert
ed into two&#127752; groups of 10 with the bottom three of each group suffering
relegation to Division 2. The two winners of each&#127752; group would then face
each other in a final held at a neutral venue, which later turned out to the&#1

27752; Stade Olympique Yves-du-Manoir. The first final was held on 14 May 1933 a
nd it matched the winner of Group A,&#127752; Olympique Lillois, against the run
ner-up of Group B, Cannes. Antibes, the winner of Group B, was supposed to take
part&#127752; in the final but was suspected of bribery by the French Football F
ederation and was disqualified. In the first final,&#127752; Lillois were crowne

d the inaugural champions following the club&#39;s 4a4Ai3 victory. After the season

, the league decided to retain the&#127752; 14 clubs and not promote any sides f
rom the second division. The league also agreed to change its name from&#127752;
National to simply Division 1. For the 19344Ai35 season, the league organised a |
egitimate promotion and relegation system bringing the&#127752; total tally of ¢

lubs in the first division to 16. The number remained until the 19383Ai39 season.&
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